32                           THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
without they have weapons of iron. They never adorn them-
selves with gold, for they wish to strike terror to the enemy,
not to arouse his desire for spoil- Their pleasure is in horses
which are strong and swift, not in those which are handsome
and richly caparisoned, for it is fear, not envy, that they seek
to inspire. They do not rush madly and impetuously into
the fray, but go carefully and prudently, coolly, like true
children of Israel. But when the battle has begun, then they
throw themselves unhesitatingly on their enemies, on whom
they look as mere sheep; they know no fear, even when they
are few in number, for they rely upon the succour of the Lord
of Sabaoth. Thus it is that one of them has often put a
thousand to flight and two of them ten thousand. They are
joined in a peculiar union: they are at once meeker than
lambs and more terrible than lions, so that one wonders
whether they should be called monks or knights. They have
the right to both names, for they possess the gentleness of
the monk and the courage of the knight. What more need
be said, except that this is the Lord's doing and is wondrous
in our eyes? Such are the men whom God has chosen from
out of the bravest in Israel, so that, watchful and reliable,
mighty with the sword and skilled in war, they may keep the
Holy Sepulchre ".
St. Bernard never lost his interest in the Temple, and
almost the last letters he wrote before his death in 1153 were
on its behalf. He was the best recruiting agent of the Order,
and, spurred on by his words, many knights enrolled in the
new brotherhood. St. Bernard emphasised that the Soldiers
of Christ were sure to reap their reward- They could fight
in the full assurance that, whether they lived or died, Christ
had them in His safe keeping, and St. Bernard recommended
the brethren to remind themselves of this by repeating in
battle, " Living or dead, Lord, we are Thine w. He writes'
to the Templars, u Rejoice if you live and triumph in the
Lord 5 but if you are killed and taken to God, you should